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opposed the subjection of the Eastern Church to the Papal
See, and which maintained the freedom of the Church from
the political interference of the emperor. Whatever its
faults, that party certainly represented the best moral life of
the period.
To heal the schism caused by the attitude of the Arsen-
ites c was the serious labour of the Church and State * for
half a century. And in pursuance of the policy of concilia-
tion, Andronlcus II. allowed the body of Arsenius to be
brought to Constantinople from the island of Proconessus5
where he had died in exile and been buried. The whole
city gathered to welcome the remains of the venerated pre-
late, and saw them borne in solemn and stately procession
from the landing at the Gate of Eugenius (Yali Kiosk) to
the church of S. Sophia. There, robed in pontifical vest-
ments, the body was first seated upon the patriarchal
throne, then laid before the altar, while the funeral service
was intoned, and finally placed on the right hand of the bema
in a chest locked and sealed for safe keeping. Once a week,
however, the body was exposed to public view, and all strife
seemed hushed in a common devotion to the memory of the
saint. It was soon after this event that Theodora restored
the church and monastery of S. Andrew, and upon the
completion of the work she besought the emperor to allow
the remains of Arsenius to be transferred to that shrine.
The request was granted, and the body was carried to the
church ot St. Andrew with as great pomp and ceremony as
attended its arrival in the capital. There it was kept until
the patriarchate of Niphon (1311-1314), when it was again
taken to S. Sophia to appear in the final conclusion of
peace between the friends and foes of the deceased.1 Stand-
ing beside the remains, Niphon pronounced, in the name
and by the authority of the dead man, a general absolution
for all offences committed in connection with the quarrels
which had raged around the name of Arsenius ; and so long
as S. Sophia continued to be a Christian sanctuary the
remains were counted among the great treasures of the
cathedral. * There,' to quote the words of a devout visitor
1 Nlceph. Greg. i. p. 262.

